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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE ‘ 


THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


Ebangelical Lutheran Synod of Hansas. 


At the close of another Synodical Year of Missionary toil 
and anxiety, protected and guided by the kind hand of our 
Heavenly Father, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Kansas 
and adjacent States, convened in the city of Lawrence, Kan- 
sas, on Wednesday evening, October 5, 1870. 

The opening sermon was preached by the President, Rev. 
A. J. Hesson, from Acts, xii. chap., 24th verse. 


(The second Convention was a Semi-annua!l Convention, which 
would make this the fourth Convention of Synod since its organi- 


zation. ) 
FIRST SESSION. 
Taurspay, October 6, 9 a. u. 
After spending a half hour in devotional exercises, Synod 
was opened with singing, and prayer by the President. The 
roll of the clerical members was called, and the absentees 
The Lay-delegates were received upon the formal presen 
tation of their credentials, and constituted members of this 
Convention. 
Revs. David Harbaugh, of the Synod of Northern Illinois ; 
Thomas W. Sargent, of the Synod of Southern IIlinois; 
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Henry Heigerd, of the Synod of Northern Indiana; Wm. 
H. Steck, of the East Pennsylvania Synod; J. B. Corbett, 
of the Northern Illinois Synod; W. E. Crebs, of the Pitts- 
burg Synod; and licentiates, N. G. Haags, of the Central 
Synod of Illinois, and C. J. Sheleen, of the Synod of North- 
ern Illinois, having presented letters of honorable dismission 
from their respective Synods were, 


On motion, received as members of this Synodical body. 


The following is a list of all the clerical members com- 
posing this Synod at its present session, with their post- 
offices and names of their Lay-delegates : 


No. Clergymen. Post- Office, 
1. Rev. John G. Ellinger,a...Ottawa, Kad. . No delegate. 
3. Charles Martin. . St. Joseph, Mo. 
4. David Earhart. Pardee 
David Harbaugh...... Waterville........... “ 
6. i“ J, B. MeAfee............ Topeka................ 
7. F. R. Scherer...........Waterviile............ 1 
s. „ P. Harrington, Grasshopper Falls G. W. Crotzer. 
9. Levi Rickseckerc...,.Ottawa............... No delegate. 
10. “ J, G. Groenmiller.....Rockport, Mo.......F. Heckendorf 
ll. “ C. F. W. Treptow, d. Lawrence. Mr. Alaback. 
Viz. “ Henry Heigerd.a*...EMngham.............No delegate. 
Mis. “ W. E. | 
“i4. “ Wm. H. Steck.*.......Kansas City Mo. C. R. Colman. 
15. &. J. Hesson............. Topeka, Kas No delegate. 
18. A. W. Wagenhals.c.Atchison.......: % 
Bede 4. .- Grasshopper Falls. 
18. H. B. Belmer. Lawrence. ... . L, Eberhart. 
Monrovia. John Helwig. 
v2. “ J. B. Corbett. ac ... St. Louis, Mo........No delegate. 
G. Girard Crawford Co. Kas. 
Ci. J. Sheleen.t..........Topeka, Kas........ me Errikeon. | | 
Licentlatos. 
“ A.G.Nordengrent... “ . No delegate. 
¥ 24. “ ©, Hawkinson.t...... „Randolph. . ae 
25. Albert G. R. Buetow.{ Fontenelle, Neb... * 


Explanations, a Absent. d Deposed. Admitted this session, Ordained 
this session. : Licensed this session. 
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On motion, the English Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
St. Louis, was admitted as an integral part of the Synod 
upon the formal application of its pastor and members. 


The President then read his report. 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT. 


DEAR BRETHREN. The Great Head of the Church has been 
with us another year. In the good providence of God, we are 
permitted to assemble, in our third annual Synodicai Conventien. 
It becomes us to render devout thanksgiving to Afmighty God, 
for His great goodness and tender mercies. He has spared our 
lives, and permitted us again, to greet each other, in the flesh. 
Our God and Savior has not ceased to be gracious unto us. 

In compllance with the requirements of our constitution, I now 
submit to you a report of my official gets during the year. 

CLERICAL CERTIFICATES. 

November 1, 1869, Rev. II. Heigerd sent me a cities of 
honorable dismission from the synod of Northern [u:liana, ask- 
ing to become a member of this body. I informed him that I 
would instruct the Secretary of synod to enter his name on the 
roll. 7 

July 6, 1870, I received a letter of Rev. W. E. Crebs containing 
acertificate of honorable dismission from the Pittsburg Synod, 
asking to become a member of this Synod. The Secretary was 
instructed to place his name on the roll. 

August 23, 1870, Rev. V. G. Haag, a licentiate, of Northern 
Illinois Synod, sent mea certificate of honorable d'smission from 
that body, asking to be received into connection with this Synod, 
He desires to receive ordination at the hands of this wert For 
this purpose I recommend him to Synod. 

Also, in the month of August, I received a letter from the 
President of the Northern Illinois Synod containing a certificate 
of the honorable dismission of Rev. C. J. Sheleen, a licentiate of 
that body. This brother also asks for ordination, for which I 
most heartily recommend him. 
Ap IntTerm™ LICENSE, 

By the power invested in the President, and in — wiih 

rules laid down in the constitution, 4d Interim License was 
ted to A. G. R. Buetow of Fotnenelle, Neb,, C. A. Wenners- 
old of Clay Centre, Ks., Charles Hawkinson, Randolph, Ks. to 
the gospel and administer the holy sacraments. The 
Il of their license will now be at the disposal of Synod. 
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[6] 
INSTALLATION. 


Japuary 11, 1870, Received a letter from Rev. W. H. Steck of 
Kansas City, asking to be installed as the pastor of the Mission 
church in Kansas City, to which he had been regularly called 
and appointed. This was attended to February 13, by Rev. C. 
Martin of St. Joseph, Mo. and Rev. A. J. Hesson of Topeka, 
Kansas. | 

Rev. A. G. R. Buetow of Fontenelle, desired me to appoint a 


‘committee to install him in his new charge. I complied with 


his request, by appointing Rev. J. G. Greonmillerand Rev. J. F. 
Kuhlman. They performed the duty assigned them. 


New CHARGES. 


A new house of worship was built and consecrated to the ser- 


vice of God, in the pastoral charge of Rev. J. G. Greonmiller. 
The church here, (in Lawrence) has commenced a temple of 
worship, which will soon be completed and consecrated to the 
service of the Triune God. It will bean ornament to the city, 
and a praise to the liberality and energy of the members who 
built it. I am glad to learn, that the pastor and people of the 
Grasshopper Falls congrefation are taking steps to erect a new 
church edifice; the old house of worship being too small to ac- 
commodate the increasing membership and congregation. A 
Swedish church has been organized at Randolph, Kassas, with 
seventy-five members, served by Rev. Charles Hawkinson. The 
congregation will make application to be received into connection 
with this Synod, Also a Swedish church has been organized at 
Topeka, Kansas, by Rev. C. J. Sheleen, which desires to be 
received into this body. Rev. V. G. Haag, has organized two 
congregations in Crawford Co., Kansas, which he serves as pastor. 
He feels greatly encouraged in his work. Rev. M. G. Boyer has 


organized a new congrégation within the bounds of his charge 


in the town of Effingham. A new charge is being formed at 
Abilene, in which Rev. W. E. Crebs is invited to labor. 


VACANT CHARGES. 
The Tipton charge in Missouri bas been made vacant by the 
resignation of Rev. E. J. Keplinger. He has not notified me of 
his whereabouts, but I have learned that he has located at Grass- 
hopper Falls, engaged in secular business. It is much to be re- 
gretted that he was compelled to relinquish the ministry, even 
for a time; it is to be hoped that he may soon be at his Master’s 


work. The church in Topeka is made vacant by the resignation 
of Rev. A. J. Hesson. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
During the year I received several conimunications from the 


Waterville charge, making mention of dissatisfaction existing 
there, between the pastor and people. I would advise the Synod 
to make inquiry with regard to the state of things in that charge. 

Complying with a resolution passed by this Synod at ita last 
convention, I visited Emporis to organize a church. I found 
about 26 members there, but thought it not advisable to organize, 
because the Missionary Beard could neither furnish pecuniary 
aid, nora minister to take charge of the field. 

In accordance with a resolution passed by Synod, instructing 
the president to open a correspondence with Rev. C. Anderson, 
of Galesburg, III., with a view of supplying the Scandinavians of 
this State, with the preaching of the gospel. Thecorrespondence 
was opened, and it was thought necessary that Rev. Mr. Ander- 
son Visit the field, in order to locate the pastors that he could fur- 
nish. Your President advanced him $25, to assist in bearing his 
expenses. The applications before Synod of the Swedish minis 
ters and congregations for membership in this body are the 
results of Bro. Anderson's visit. ' 

I would take occasion in this report to recommend to the care 
and attention of the Synod the Scandinavian population existing 
within its bounds. I rejoice to learn of the growing tendency 
among our Swedish brethren to seek fellowship with our Syned 
and ecclesiastical r with it. 


N CONCLUSION. 
During my term of office I have visited*various portions of the 


State, seeing after the interests of the church; and wherever I 
went, I was reminded of the words of the Master, The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborérs are few ; ; pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send orth laborers into his 


harvest. 
Farther, my dear brethren, I cannot help but deeply and sadly 


Tegret, that so many able and acceptable ministers of the gospel 


within the bounds of our Synod, aresatisfied to remain idle, while 
around them, the rich harvest of the Lord is perishing for the 
want of laborers. 

Let me exhort you all, my brethren: to remember your high 
commission. ‘‘ Go, preach the gospel to every creature,’’ and may 
the Lord always help you to feel as did Paul, ‘‘ Woe is unto me 


if I preach not the gospel.”’ 


May God bless our Synod, and preside over our deliberations; : 
and grant us the aid of the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. 
Respectfully submitted, A. J. HEsson. 
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[8] 
On motion, the report of the President was laid on the 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The election of officers being in order, Rev. M. G. Soyer 
and Bro. G. W. Crotzer were appointed tellers. 

The following result was reported : 

President. Rev. A. J. Hesson, of Topeka. 

Secretary Rev. 8. P. Harrington, of Grasshopper Falls. 

Treasurer.. Rev. J. G. Groenmiller of Rockport, Mo. 

The papers and documents intended for Synod, were 
called for and laid on the table for distribution among the 
various committees. 
On motion, Synod adjourned to meet at two o clock P. M. 

Prayer by Rev. C. Martin. 


SECOND SESSION. 


2 o'clock, p. u. 
Synod opened with prayer by Bev. D. M. Moore, of the 
Presbyterian church. 
The minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 
Rev. D. M. Moore being present, was introduced and ad- 
mitted as an advisory member of this body. 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


The papers and documents belonging to, and intended for 
the action of Synod were then distributed among the follow- 
ing committe’s. 

Committee No 1.—On the minute of the former convention ; 
Revs. H. B. Belmer, F. R. Scherer and Bro. G. W. Crotzer. 

Committee No 2.—Revs. M. G. Boyer, J. G. Groenmiller 
and Bro. John Helwig. 


Committee No 3.— Bros. D. Earhart, Wm. H. and 
H. B. 
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Committee No 4.—Rev's C. Martin, H. B. Belmer, M. 6. 
Boyer. 

Committee No 5.—Rev's J. G. Groenmiller, C. F. W. Trep- 
tow, and Bro. F. Heckindorf. 

Committee No 6.—Rev's Thos. W. Sargent, Wm. H. Steck, 
and Bro. Lewis Eberhart. C 

Committee No 7.—Rev's. M. G. Boyer, C. Martin, and 
Bio. Lewis Eberhart. | 

Committee No 8.—Rev’s. Wm. II. Steck, Thos. W. Sargent 
and Bro. John Helwig. 

Committee No 9.—Rev’s. D. Harbaugh, F. R. Scherer and 
Bro. G. W. Crotzer. | 

Committee No 10.—Rev's. C. Martin, II. B. Belmer, and 
Wm. H. Steck. 

Committee No 11.—On leave of absence.— Rev 's. H. B. 


Belmer, 8. P. Harrington and Bro. L. Eberhart. 


On motion, Friday, 10 o’clock A. M. was fixed as the 


dime for hearing the parochial reports. 


The treasurer then read his report of moneys received | 


and disbursed by him during the synodical year. 
On motion, the report was referred to an auditing commit- 


tee of three. 


Committee.—Revs. H. B. Belmer, F. R. Scherer and Bro. 
G. W. Crotzer. 


REPORTS OF DELEGATES TO SISTER SYNODS. 

The reports of the delegates to Sister Synods being in 

order, . 
Rev. C. Martin, the delegate to the Synod of Northern Illi- 
nois, reported that he did not visit or write to said Synod for 
want of a knowledge of the time of its meeting, but be- 
lieved it to be faithful in the Master's cause. 

Rey. H. B. Belmer, delegate to the Central Synod of Illinois, 
reported that he did not #isit or write to said Synod, but has 
reason to believe that its members are faithful to the trust 
committed to them. 
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Rev. J. G. Greonmiller delegate to the Synod of Iowa, 
reported, that he had written a fraternal letter to said Synod, | 
in answer to which the President of this Synod has received 
a fraternal reply, and also a copy of its minutes. 

VACANT CHURCHES. 


The subject of vacant churches was taken up. | 
The St. Pauls German, Lutheran church, (of Lawrence) 


vas reported vacant, by one of its members. There being 


matters requiring investigation between this church and its 
pastor. | 
On motion, a committee of investigation was appointed 
consisting of the following brethren. . 
Rev. J. G. Groenmiller, J. B. McAfee and Bro. G. W. Crot- 
zer, Said committee to report at this meeting of Synod. 
Tipton, Mo., Topeka, a and e Kansas, were 
reported vacant. 


The attention of Synod was also called to Oregon, ba 


Co., Mo. and Muscotah, Atchison Co., Kansas, as being places 


by the Lutheran. church. 


On motion, Rev. C. Martin, was requested to take care of 
our interests at Oregon, and that he preach the gospel to the 
people at that ‘a: as often as possible. 

On motion, D. Earhart, S. P. Harrington, M. G. 
Boyer and A. W. Wagenbals, were appointed a snails to 
whom the interests of our church, at Muscotah, Kansas, were 
referred. Rev. E. J. Keplinger, was, on motion, recommended 
to supply the St. John’s churchat Osawkee with preaching, 
provided they pay him a reasonable compensation for his ser- 


vices, and that the Secretary notify the members of said 
church of this action. 


which should be supplied with the preaching of the I. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE NO 7. 
Your committee tespeetfully reports, that the papers placed in 
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ist. From Rev. A. W. Wagenhals, asking Synod to excuse him 
from attending the convention on account of sickness in his 


family. 
Resolved, That he be excused and that we heartily sympathize 


with him in his affliction. | 
2nd. Is one from Rev. H. Heigerd, regretting his inability to 
meet with us at this convention on account of circumstances 


which make it almost impossible. 
Resolved, That he be excused. M. G. BOYER, 
| C. MARTIN, 


Adopted. | D. EARHART. 
COMMITTEE ON THE TREASUKER’S REPORT. 


The committee on the Treasurer's report, respectfully offer 


the following : 
Total moneys received according to report. .. $298.85 
„„ CUE, 276.90 
$21.95 


Proper vouchers for only one of the amounts disbursed accom- 
pany the report; but your committee reco 
of the report as correct. 

R. SCHERER, 

Adopted. W. CROTZER. 


Committee No 1, on the Minutes of the last convention of 


Synod, reported as follows : 

Your committee would report that they have examined the 
minutes of the last session of Synod, and find the following points 
to be noticed. 

1, The report of the President is omitted from the printed min- 
utes. Is this to be the rule? 

2. The Treasurer was instructed to purchase a reeord book for 


synod. Has it been done? . 
3. The President of Synod was instructed to correspond with 


B. BELMER, 


Rev. C. Anderson, of Galesburg, III., with regard to supplying the 


Scandinavians within our bounds with pastors. 
4. Rev. D. S. Altman was received as a member of Synod on 


condition that lie deposit his honorable dismission from the Iowa 
Synod. Has he done so? 


— 5. Has the President organized at Emporia? 


H. B. BELMER,; 
= F. R. SCHERER, 
Pe D. J. EBERHART. 


The report was adopted M the order of its items. 
Item Ist, Answer. It i not. 


BRespectfully submitted, 


— 


end the adoption 
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A note was appended be the protoco. to the effect that the 
committee having the Presidents report under consideration 
did not pass the report into the hands of the en. 

Item 2nd. Answer. Y 

Item 8d. Answer. It has. 

Item 4th. Answer. He has not. 

Item 5th. Answer. He has not. 

The report was adopted as a whole. 

The 2 preamble and resolutions was, on motion, 
adopted: 

Whereas.—Bro. Kuhlman of Fontenelle, Nebraska, refunded $5 
to the Treasurer of Synod, paid by Bro. MeAfee for the purpose 
of procuring a book in which to record a sketch of the history of 
the Lutheran Church in Kansas and Nebraska, and said beok 
not having been purchased. On motion it was 

. Resolved, That the said $5 be paid into the Synodical treasury. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the sessions of this Synod shall open at 9 o'clock 


and close at 11} A. M. and open at 1} and close at 4} F. u. Ad- 
journed. Prayer by Rev. F. R. Scherer. 


— 


THIRD SESSION, 


9 o'clock a. M. Oct. 7, 1870. 
Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. Wm. H. Steck. 
The minutes of the former session were read, corrected and 
approved. 
The certifieate of honorablgdismission from the Pittsburg 
Synod of W. E. Crebs, was read by the President and his 
name was placed on the roll of this Synod. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE NO 3. 
Your committee wauld respectfully report, that one of the 


papers placed i in their hands is the Constitution of a Swedish 


Evangelical Lutheran church in Topeka, m 
the Swedish language: 
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The 2d paper is a letter for Synod from the Topeka Swedish 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, informing us that the consti- 
tution is in accordance with the constitution of our Synod and 
that of the General Synod, and asks to be received as an 
integral part of this Synod and the same is signed by the 
pastor and officers of said church. 


The 3d paper is from the Church Council of the Rockport 
Evangelical Lutheran church, iff charge of Rev. J. G. Groen- 
miller, in which they inform us that they have adopted the 
Discipline of the General Synod as the constitution of their 
church, and request us to receive them as an integral part of 
our Synod. The following was offered. 


Resolved, That both the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran church 
of Topeka, and the Rockport Evangelical Lutheran church be 
received as integral parts of this synod, 

Respectfully submitted, 
D. EARHART 
Wu. H. STECK, 
H. B. BELMER, 


Adopted. 
COMMITTEE NO Y REPORTED. 


The papers placed in the hands of your committee are: 

ist. A letter from Rev. A. M. Geiger, who was appointed dele- 
gate to this synod by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Iowa. 

2d. Is a letter from Rev. C. Anderson, who was appointed ag 
egate to this body by the Synod of Northern Iilinois. 

We respectfully reciprocate the friendly feeling of their — * 
and regret that the delegates above named could not be present 
and recommend the appointment of delegates to their Synods. 


_ Respectfully submitted, 
D. HARBAUGH, 
F. R. SCHERER, 
6. W.CROTZER, 
Adopted. | 


PAROCH [AL REPORTS. 


3 Parochial reports being now the order of business, the roll 
of the clerical members was called, many of whom responded. 


> 
rf 

! 

— 

0 

— 


- * 


— 


| 


[14] 


in interesting verbal statements in regard to their respective 
fields of labor, and the following brethren handed in their 
written statements relative to their work. 

Rev. J. G. Groenmiller, says: 

Through the infinite and unmerited mercy of our Heavenly 
Father we are able to report that our health has been uninterrupt- 
ed in the past synodical year, so that we did not miss one Sab- 
bath of labor; and examining the spiritual condition of our peo- 
ple, we cannot help expressing the wish and prayer that it might 
be better -e discover indeed, much room for improvement, both 
moral and religious. Vet, looking on the ether side, we have also 
reason to be thankful to the Great Head of the Church that our 
labors were not in vain in the Lord. | 

With the aid and help of God, we erected in Rockport a com- 
fortable little church which was finished and dedicated to the 
service of the Triune God, nearly free of debt, on the 3lst day of 
October, 1869. Rev. Dr. Martin, and Rev. E. Huber were present 
and assisted in the solemnities. Our Mackelroy congregation, in 
Richardson county, Nebraska, has purposed to build a church 
the next season. The attendance at preaching and other 2 ae 


of grace is respectably good. 


Notwithstanding the hard toil demanded in this western Geld, 
we are still encouraged to wield the sword of the Spirit and battle 


for the truth and victory, under the banner of our glorious 
Leader. 


Rev. A. G. R. Buetow, of Fontenelle, Nebraska, writes but a 


few words, but very expressive, Prospects very hopeful.”’ | See 
Statistical Table. | 


Rev. F. M. Ellis, of the Baptist church, being present, ‘heed te 


* troduced, and on motion, was admitted as an advisory or of 


this body. 
4 


COMMITTEE NO 7 REPORT. 
The report was laid on the table and the committee dis- 
Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. M. G. Boyer. 
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: 1} o'clock; P. u. 

Synod was opened with prayer by Rev. M. G. Boyer. 
The minutes of the previous session were read and approved. 

On motion, synod took a short recess for the purpose of 
holding a short session of the Ministerium. 

The business of synod being resumed : 

COMMITTEE NO. 10, REPORTED. 
Your committee would respectfully report : 


The decument placed in their hands is—<A letter from Rev. 
Francis Springer, President of the Board of Commissioners of 
the contemplated college, located at Carthage, Illinois, addressed 
to Rev. J. B. McAfee, but through him requesting this synod to 
appoint three commissioners, to co-operate with the commission- 
ers appointed by the three Synedsof Illinois, and the Iowa Synod, 
in the management of the college. 

The committee, in view of the expressed sentiments and action 
of this Synod one yearago, is doubtful whether the Kansas Synod 
is prepared to accede to the request made in said letter, i. e. to 
appoint three aa | and, therefore, are not prepared to 


recommend any action. 22 
Resolved, That the Syn engaged in the establishment of 
college at Carthage, under Lutheran patronage, have our * 


sympathies and sincere prayers. 
C. MARTIN. 


H. B. BRLMER, 
WM. H. STECK. 


On motion, The report was ordered to be placed on record. 
. COMMITTEE NO 11 REPORTED. 

Your committee would respeetfully report. That the paper 
placed in their hands is a letter from the Pastor, Eiders and Dea- 
cons, of the Tipton, Iowa, Evangelical Lutheran Pastorate, to the 
Kansas Evangelical Lutheran Synod, Commending Bro. D. 8. 
Altman in the most cordial manner, to the favorable notice of this 
Synod, and informing us of their efforts with the Iowa Synod, to 
secure for him an honorable dismission from the same. 

Notwithstanding, these and other favorable testimonials of Bro. 
Altman, deemed entirely reliable, he has not been able to secure 
an honorable dismission from the Iowa Synod, after repeated 
efforts to secure the same. 
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Wherqas, We believe Bro. Altman to be an efficient and useful 
minister, without any charge effecting his moral character, and 
. yet a deliverance in the Iowa Synod standing in the way of an 
_ honorable dismission, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee beappointed by this Synod to act 
as a mediator between Bro. Altman and the Iowa Synod, and if 
possible secure an honorable dismission for him. 

submitted, 
D. EARHART, 
CHAS. LADWIG. 
Adopted. 
On metion, the President, Rev. 4 J. Hesson, was appoint- 


ed the committee suggested in the above report. 


COMMITTEE NO. 6 REPORTED. 

The papers placed in our hands are: 

‘Ist. A letter from Rev. E. J. Keplinger, stating his inability to 
attend the meeting of this synod, owing to severe affliction in 
his family, and therefore asks to be excused. 

2d. A letter from Rev. John G. Ellinger stating his inability to 
attend the present convention of Synod: owing to severe bodily 
affliction, he, also, asks to be excused from attending this session 
of Synod. 

We therefore recommend the sympathies of this body to these 
brethren. Rev. J. G. Ellinger bas Also sent $5.00 to the Synod to 
to be distributed as follows, to wit, $3 to Home Missions, and 

00 for synodical purposes. 
* T. W. SARGENT, 
WX. H. STECK, 
D. EARHART. 
Adopted. 

COMMITTEE No 2 REPORTED. 

The committee to whom the President’s report was referred, 
report the following, as covering all the points that in their opin- 
ion, require the action of Synod, as the ordination of Bros. Haag 
and Sheleen, the licensure .of Bros. Buetow, and Wenners- 
chold, and Hawkinson, and the application of the Swedish con- 
gregationsat Topeka and Randolph, for admission into thisSynod, 
have been referred to special committees. 

Resolved, ist. That the vacant congregations of the Tipton 
charge, Missouri, and of Topeka, be duly considered by the Synod 
and if possible, provision be made for their supply, „ green 
nent pastors can be secured. 
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Resolved, 2d. That this Syned take under its special eare the 
Scandinavian population within its bounds. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. G. BOY 


ER. 
J. 8 G. GROENMILLER, 
JoHN HELWIG. 


The report was considered item by item. 

Adopted as a whole. 

The certificate of Bro. Alabach as delegate from the St. 
Paul's Evangelical Lutheran church of Lawrence was read. 

On motion, Bro. Alabach was received as a lay-delegate 
to this body. 
| COMMITTEE NO. 8 REPORTED. 

The papers placed in the hands of your committee are, the jirst 
annual statement of the Board of Home Missions of the Generai 
Synod, which contains an account of their labors, and the results 
of their operations during the past year, state of the treasury, <c. 

The Board closed their annual statement, by presenting to the 
church, the pressing need of funds for carrying on successfully, 
the enterprises they have already begun. 

Secondly.—A letter from Bro. M. Officer, secretary of the Board 
of Home Missions, regretting that he could not be with us at this 
meeting of our Synod, and in which he calls the attention of this 
body to some matters that concern our Synod in its relation to the 
Home Missionary Society of the General Synod. He speaks hope- 
fully of the missions now on the funds, both East and West, und 
expresses his confidence in the Missionaries now in charge, and 
on behalf of the Missionary Board, requests that this Synod ap- 
point an advisory board or committee, with whom they may 
confer with regard to Home Mission interests in our bounds, and 
that said committee inform him, as soon as practicable, what 
amount of funds we can furnish immediately, or during the year, 
and what new fields within our bounds we deem most important 
and promising. 

Your committee recommend 9 the above request be attended 
to at the proper time and place. 


WX. H. STECK, 
T. W. SARGENT, 
Adopted. JOHN HEL WIG. 


Oommittes appointed on Rev. C. F. W. Treptow's applica- 
following, 

2 


> 
* 
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The committee on the application of Rev. O. F. W. Treptew’s 
application for an honorable dismission, would report that he 
gives nine reasons why he wishes to sever his connection with 
this Synod. 

These reasons are such, in part, as Synod has nothing to do with, 
and, in part, they charge some members of Synod with misrepre- 
senting, and failing to fulfil a duty laid on them. 


The committee recommend that no honorable dismission be 


granted to Rev. C. F. W. Treptow, until he settle other matters 
of difference between him and his congregation, and until these 
ary Society, are definitely 


H. R BELMER, 
NI. G. BOYER,” 
88. W. CROTZER. 


The constitution and other papers being read snd consid- 
ered, the Evangelical Lutheran Congregation at Randolph, 
Kansas, was, on motion, admitted as an integral of this 
Synod. 

On motion, 
Rey. C. Anderson to pay his expenses, while visiting our 
State, looking after the interests of the Scandinavians, was 
ordered to be refunded from the Home Mission fund. 

The election of delegates to the General Synod was made 
the order of business at the opening of the session on Satur- 
day morning. 

Adjourned. 

Prayer by Rev. J. B. McAfee. 
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FIFTH SESSION. 7 
October 8, 9 o'clock A. u. 

Synod opened with prayer by Rev. V. G. Haag. The 
minutes of the former session were read and approved. The 
e:cction of delegates to the General Synod, to meet at Dayton, 
Ohio, in May, 1871, being in order, Synod proceeded to an 
election by appointing Rev. M. G. Boyer and Bro. L. Eber- 
hart, tellers ; 5 which resulted in the election of the following 

brethren : 


A J. . Rev. M. G. Boyer, 
Rev. II. heimer . Rev. D. Earhart, 
Rey. S. P. Harrington eke. Wm. H. Steck 
4. LA Y-DELEGATES. | 
Bro. C. R. Colman Bro. C. Ladwig, 
Bro, J. G. Schmucker ro. A. Erikson, 
Bro. John Helwig. 


On motion, a committee was appointed to divide the Synod 
into Conference Districts. Committee—Revs. C. Martin, H. 
B. Belmer and V. G. Haag. 

As Delegates to other Synods, the following were elected: 

To the Iowa Synod, Rev. T. W. Sargent. | 

To the Northern Illinois Synod, Rev. D. Harbaugh. 


To the Southern Illinois Synod, Rev. W. H. Steck. | 
To the Central Illinois Synod, Rev. J. B. McAfee. 


Rev. Albert G. R. Buetow, of Fontenelle* Nebraska, eal 
presented satisfactory reasons by letter to this body, was on 
motion excused for non-attendance at this meeting. 


ELECTION FOR TIME AND PLACE FOR THE NEXT ME a. 
_ The election for the time and place for the next meeting 
of Synod being now in order, Bros. M. G. Boyer — R. 
Scherer were appointed tellers. 

The time chosen, is the last Wednesday before 
moon, nearest the first day of October, 187 1. 


The place, Grasshopper Falls, Kansas. 


full 
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MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 

On motion, Revs. A. J. Hesson, of Topeka, C. Mar 

E Joseph, and Bro. J. G. Schmucker, of Lawrence, were 

1 | chosen as the Home Mission Committee, advisory to the. Home 
| Mission Committee of the General Synod, for the ensuing 


a, St, 


a synodical year. 
1 The following resolution was then offered and unanimously 
1 | adopted: 
_ Resolved, That the President of this Synod be i to 
N „ write to the clerical brethren in Nebraska and Missouri, and in- 
| | vite them to become members of this Synod. 


| | Rev. D. 8. Altman, having appeared in our convention was, 
| motion admitted an advisory member of the same. 7 
| R 


THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCE DISTRICTS REPO 
The committee appointed to divide the Synod of Kansas, 
and adjacent States, into Conference Districts, would per 


fully report : 
Ist. For the presst, the commit tee would nend that the 


Synod he divided into To Conference Districts. : 

2d. That the pastoral charges of Rock port, Missouri, Monrovia, 
Grasshopper Falls, Waterville, Abilene, Norway, Atchison, Ran- 
7 dolph, in Kansas, be embraced in the First Conference District. 
‘ 8d, That the pastoral charges in St. Louis, Kansas City, and 
Springfield, Missouri,and Lawrence, Topeka, Ottawa, Kansas and 
the southeast coruer of Kansas, be the Second Conference Distrtct. 
Respectfully submitted 


C. MARTIN, ~~ 
H. B. BELMER, 


| Adopted. 
1 Rev. L. Sternberg, D. D. „having arrived, was on motion, 
| admitted an advisory member of this body. 


RESOLUTIONS ON TEMPERANCE. 


Rev. Wm. H. Steck, offered the following resolutions : 


Whereas, Intemperance is one of the chief and greatest evils 
how cursing our land, and, 


- Whereas, There are those calling themselves Lutherans 
throughout the West, who ocoupy, to say the least, very doubtful 
ground, on the subject of Temperance, 


— — — 


V. G. HAAG. 


if 
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Resolved, Ist. That this Synod take the high and only chris- 
tian position; that of total abstinence’’ from the use of all in- 
toxicating drinks as a beverage. Destroy not him with thy meat 

for whom Christ died, If meat maketh my brother tooffend I 
will not eat meat while the world stands, 

Resolved, 2nd. That as christian ministers, we will use every 8 
fort to prevent the further spread and inorpase of this crying evil, 
and call upon all christians and friends of humanity to unite their 
efforts with ours to this end. 

These resolutions were earnestly discussed, Rev. Dr. C. Martin, 
L. Sternberg, D. D., Wm. H. Steck, A. J. Hesgon, D. Earhart, 
and others participating. : 

On motion they Were adopted. 

The Secretary’ was instructed to have 300 copies of the 
minutes of this Convention, and the Constitution of this Synod, 
published and bound in the same pamphlet. 

On motion, the distribution of the minutes and constitu. 
tions was left with the Secretary. 

Resolved.—That the Secretary have 300 copies of blank Paro- 
chial reports printed, suitable to correspond with our statistical 
table, for the use of this Synod. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed to notify Rev. C. 
F. W. Treptow, to appear before Synod to answer 
charges of refractory conduct toward Synod, and * 

Synod adjourned. 

Prayer by Rev. L. Sternberg, D. D. 


SIXTH SESSION. 
| 1} o'clock, v. u. 
| Bayne opened with prayer by Rev. C. Martin. The min- 
utes were read and approved. 
sili TO SECURE AN ACT OF INCORPORATION. 


Resolved.—That the President of this Synod is hereby instruct- 
dd to procure an Act of Incorporation for this synodical body. 

Ordination Certificates and one dozen Licensure 


| 
1 
— 


_ Revs. C. Mertin, S. P. Harrington, and D. 
vere, on motion, appointed a committee to select a sui 
device, and procure a seal, for the ise of this Sylt.. 
Rer. J. G. Groenmiller, offered the following resolutions : 


Whereas.— A certain manual in the German language was given 
us by the President, for examination, entitled, Formal Buch,“ 
compiled and published by Rev. Severinghaus, the worthy editor 
of the ‘Kirchenfrewnd.” The first part contains an order of wor- 
ship, and various forms, as directions for our benevolent societies, 
the constitution of the General Synod, and a constitution for con- 
gregations, 


Resolved.—Thatwe regard the work as very useful for our church- 
; es, and we would most heartily recommend it to our German con- 
gregations. 
 Resolved.—That the ministers and members of this Synod, who 
: a read the “Lutherishen Kirchenfreund,” heartily endorse the way 
-_ in which it is edited, and the doctrinal position it occupies, and 
me | that we cheerfully recommend it to all our membership who are 
1 able to take the same. 


The following was offered by Rev. D Harbaugh, as expres- 
sive of the sense of this body. 
_ Resolved.—That in the judgment of this synod, the numerous 
) 1 2 divisionsin our church are very unfortunate, that the hot disputes, 


nas carried on in our church papers are unchristian, productive of 
| i much evil, and very detrimental to the interests of eur Zion. 


On motion, Synod took a recess to give place for prepara- 
tory services. 
2 I) e preparatory services being over, the business of Synod 
was resumed. 


— * 


— 


I. 


Rey. C. F. W. Taxrrow FROM THE MINISTRY. 

Whereag.—The moral character of Rev. C. F. W. Treptow, 
stands impeached before this Synod, and the committee appolnt- 
ed having failed, after repeated efforts, to 
ment of his case, and, 

Whereas.—He has refused to appear 
peated importunities by the commi and a direct summons 
from Synod ; 4 | 
Therefore, 
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lst. Resolved.—That the Rev. C. F. W. Treptow be, and hereby 
is deposed, from the ministry, and his name be stricken from the 
roll. 


of this Synod, and request that it will feel at perfect liberty to ask 
counsel and aid in securing a pastor, and in the prosecution of 


their church enterprise. 
8d, Resolved.—That in view of the fact that Rev. C. F. W. 


Treptow has collected money for the building of the St. Paul's 
Lutheran church of Lawrence, Kansas, and has not satisfactorily 
accounted for the same, therefore, the foregoing resolutions shall 
be published in the church papers, and also in the daily papers 
of the city of Lawrence. 

These resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved.—That Rev. C. Martin be requested to return the 
thanks of this body to the congregation and citizens of Lawrence, 
for the hearty welcome and christian hospitality with which they. 
have received and entertained ed seg the meetings of this con- 
vention. 

Adopted. 

Synod adjourned to meet st the time and Saas specified 


in the resolution, after prayer by. Rev. Father Sargent. 


FIRST SESSION. 
11 o'clock A. M. Oct. 6th, 1870. 


The Ministerium of the Synod of Kansas and adjacent 
States met, and was opened with prayer, by Rev. J. G. Groen- 
miller. 


A RS on for Ordination and 


24. Resolved.-That the Evangelical Lutheran church of st. 
Paul's in the city of Lawrence, Kansas, has the sinceresympathy _. 


1 
 MINISTERIUM. 
License to preach the Gospel, was appointed. ö | 
Committee.—Rev. Martin, Rev. David Earhart, 
Rer. Thomas W. Sargent? 
f 


date A. G. Nendergren. 1 


1240 


All papers of applicants for Ordination and Licensure, 
were referred to the above committee, except the papers of 
Bro. C. Hawkinson, which were, on motion, referred to a 
special committee. 

Committee. Rev. D. Harbaugh, Rev. J. G. Groenmiller, 
Bro. Wm. H. Steck. 7 

Ministerium adjourned. 

Prayer by Rev. D. Earhart. 


| SECOND SESSION. 


o'clock, v. M. 

The Ministerium was opened with prayer by Rev. Thomas 
W. Sargent. 

On motion, Rev. D. 8. Altman, was permitted to make 
some Hiatemente with regard to the matters of differences be- 
tween himself and the Iowa Synod. ’ 

Suspending the discussion with regard to these 8 
the Ministerium adjourned. 

Prayer by Rev. D. Harbaugh. 


THIRD SESSION. 


October 7, g o'clock p. M. 
i The Ministerium 3 prayer by Rev. Thomas W. 
Sargent. 

The commitee on examinition of applicants reported. 

The committee, to whom the duty of holding u colloquium 
with applicants for Licensure and en 
would respectfully report,s 

lst. That they had a very pleasant and 
— — 
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_ the result of this visit, there are now several ministers in our 
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Licentiate, Rev. V. G. Haag, has been engaged in the active 
duties ef the ministry for several years, and at present is laboring 
among the scattered members of our church in Crawford co., Kan- 
sas. He asks to be ordained. Your committee would recom- 
mend that brother Haag be ordained next Sabbath evening. 


Licentiate, Rey. C. J. Sheleen is located at Topeka, and la- 
boring successfully among the Swedes of that locality. As he is 
reported to us as an acceptable preacher of the Gospel of Christ. 
His examination is satisfactory. The committee would recom- 
mend that he be ordained, next Sabbath evening. 


Candidate, A. G. Nordengren, also sustained a very satisfactory 
examination, as far as the committee was able to prosecute it, on 
the doctrines of the Augsburg Confession, Church government &0. 
The committee recommend that this brother, receive License to 
preach the Gospel and performother ministerial acts for one year. 

Respectfully submitted. 


D. HARHART 
L. W. SARGENT. 


Adopted. 
Report of Special committee on the e = papers 1 
of Bro. C. Hawkinson. 


The documents placed into the eae of your committee are 

Ist. The constitution adopted by the Sweedish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, located at Randolph, Riley Co., Kansas, with a 
request to be received inte connection with this Synod. As they 
have been organized upon the basis of the General Synod, your 
committee move that they be received. 


2d. Is a report of Rev. Charles Anderson, of Galesburg, Lllinois, 
who by the request of the President of this Synod, made a mis- 
sionary tour through this State visiting Junction City, Salina, 
Manhattan, Randolph, Topeka, Osage City, and Lawrence. As 


midst preaching to their own countrymen the word of life. 


As there were certain rumors afloat prejudicial to the christian 2 
character of the Pastor, Rev. C. Hawkinson, a Licentiate of this 


ee President of Synod, in- 
vestigated 


From the report of Bro. Anderson, it is the opinion of your 
committee that Bre. C. Hawkinson is innocent, and therefore 
should be re-licensed. 
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8d. Isa document from the members of the church at Randolph 
stating that Bro. C. Hawkinson, had preached the word to them, 
administered the Lord’s Supper twice, baptised fifteen children 
and ask Synod to re-license him that he may continue to preach 
_ the Gospel in their midst. The paper has one hundred and fifty- 

: four signatures. 

ResoWwed, That this Synod appreciate the labors of Bro. C. An- 
derson whilst on his mission tour, and that the thanks of this 
body be rpturned to him, and his congregation, who assisted us 
pecuniarily in defraying his expenses. 

traveling expenses by the President of this Synod, which amount 
has been credited to the Kansas Synod by E. G. Smyser, Esq., 
Treasurer of the Board of Home 


submitted, 


D. HARBAUG 
H. TECK,’ 


GROENMILLER. 


FOURTH SESSION. 


4} o'clock . M. October 8, 1870. 
ee opened with prayer by Rev. Wm. Steck. 
The committee to whom the papers of Rev. Albert G. R. 


Buetow were referred, reported. 
Your committee would respectfully report that the papers 
| placed in our hands are | 
if Ist. The ad interim License of Rev. , of Feu- 
i tenelle, Nebraska. 
| 2d. The Parochial report of Bro. Buetow. 


1 8d. A letter. 4th. A German Sermon. 
| The Parochial report shows that he has been truly faithful and 

i diligent in his work as a Gospel ‘ 

| The letter which is very long, contains 
133 ist. He deeply regrets that he ci be present at the 
1 meeting of our Synod, assigning a reason, the heavy expenses 
1| | which such a long trip by Railroad would make, which he, on 
| | n of his Hapited, income, not be able to bear. He 
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herefore, most respectfully asks this Reverend body, to excuse 
him for his absence, and wishes most sincerely, that if consistent 
vun the Constitution and wishes, and judgment of Synod, to 
N mare such arrangements that his Ordination might be effected. 
2d. Healso gives us a history of his field of labor which is quite 
interesting. Yeur Committee examined the Sermen of Bro. 


Buetow, and firrd it to be very good, homoletieally, well arranged, 
fully Evangelical in principle, sound in doctrine, and shows, in 
‘the whole, that the author is quite a respectable theological 
scholar. 
Your Committee would offer the following: 
Ist. Resolved, That we, asa Synod, are very much pleased to 
learn that Bro. A. G. R. Buetow, has labored so faithfully in the 
Lords Vineyard, and that his labors are blessed with success 
_ from our Heavenly Father. 
| 2d. Resolved.—That Synod very much regrets his absence, and 
chat he be excused. 
3d. Resolved.—That the request of Bro. A. G. R. Buetow, to 
' Ordain him at this time is unconstitutional. 
| 4th. Resolved.—That this Synod is very much gratified to learn 
that the field in which Bro. B. labors, is such an interesting one, 
and that this Synod will do all it can to help him cultivate it. 
| Your committee recommend that Rev. Albert G. R. Buetow’s 
| N License be renewed for one year, which will give him all the au- 


thority needful to perform all the duties of the Ministerial office 
J. G. GROEN MILLER. 


F. HECKEN DORF. 
Adopted. 


The business of this session being finished, the Ministerium 
‘adjourned, with the Benediction by Rev. Thomas W. Sargent. 
ORDINATION SERVICE. 

According to previous action the Ordination services were 
held on Sabbath evening, Oct. 9, 1870. Rev. Dr. C. Mar- 
tin, preached the sermon. 

Rev. V. G. Haag, of Girard, Crawford Co., Kansas, and 
n, of Topeka, Kansas, were solemnly Or- 
dained ee the laying on of hands, to the work 
of the Gospel Ministry, and Bros. A. G. Nordengren, of 
Topeka, and C. Hawkinson of Randolph, Riley Co., were 
licensed to preach the Gospel for one year. 5 
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to meet at Grasshopper Falls, Kansas, on the last Wednesday 
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[28] | 
The Synod having now completed its business, adjournel 


evening preceeding the full moon nearest the first day of 

October 1871. 
I hereby certify, that the 0 the best of my know! 

edge, is a correct copy of the proceedings of the Third Annual 


Convention of the Kansas Synod and Adjacent States. 


S. P. HARRINGTON, Secretary. 


APPENDIX No 1. 


Religious Services,—Lutheran Church. 
‘ Wednesday Evening, October, 1870. 
Opening Sermon. Rey. A. J. Hesson, President, from 
Acts, 12 ch: 24 verse. 
Thursday evening. Rev. Wm. H. Steck. 
Friday evening. Rev. Thos. W. Sargent. 
Saturday afternoon. si inmate service, Rey. M. G. 
Boyer. 
Saturday evening, Missionary meeting. 
Sabbath Morning, Communion service, Rev. 8. P: Har- 
rington. 
Sabbath evening, Ordination, Rev. Dr. Charles Martin. 
U. P. Church, 11 o'clock Rev. D. Earhart. 
Presbyterian church, morning, Dr. L. Sternberg. 
Methodist Episcopal, evening, Rev. Wm. H. Steck. 
Congregational, morning, Rev. D. L. Steck. 
Congregational, evening, Rev. D. L. Sternberg, D. D. 
Baptist Church, morning, Dr. C. Martin. 


APPENDIX wo. 2. 


Tun APUUVERSARY OF THE Roux Missionary Socizrr. 
On Saturday evening, October 8th, 1870, the Annixersar7 
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4 of the Home Missionary Society of the Synod of Kansas, and 
4 i adjacent States, was held. The convention was addressed 
4, 
1 by Revs. A. J. Hesson, D. Earhart; Dr. C. Martin and Wm. 
H. Steck. 
1 
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Rev. H. B. Belmer amade Life Member of the General 
Synod's Home Society, by the following contribe- 


tions: 


OC 
Rev. Charles Martin 05866600 5 00 
Rev. S. P. Harrington — 5 00 : 
Rev. Wm. H. Steck.......... 
Rev. 5 00 $25 00 


Mrs. A. C. Belmer, Life Member of the General Synod's 
Home Missionary Society, by the following contributions : 


Rev, Wm. H. Steck .. . 8100 

Bro, J. H. Shaffer. 1 00 

Mrs. S. Carlson 
Cash 2 00 

Bro. Bradford. Wümme mm 5 00 
Bro, Chas, Gaumer ........... „„ 1 00 
Miss Alice Schmucker. . 
Miss Matilda Shalmar — OD 
Rev. A. G. Nordengren 
Bro. John Helwig. . 1 00 
Miss M. Shalmar 00 
Rev. S. P. Harrington nnn 
Rev. H. B. Belmer. eee 2 00 

Bro. M. Rosali 1 00 
1 00 


Rev. Dr. C. Martin was made a Life Member of the Synod 
of Kansas, and adjacent esd * the following contributions: 


— Bruner was made a Life Member af the Synod of 
Kansas, and adjacent States, by the following contributions : 


81 00 
Bro. L. Eberhart ‘ e. 2 00 
2 00 $5 00 


Rer. A. J. Hesson was made s Life Member of the Synod 


of Kansas, &c., by the ee contributions : 
Mrs. Martha Schmucker G8 00 
Mrs. S. Carlson. . . 
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i] 650 
Mrs. Marth Schmucker was made a Life Member of the 
Synod of Kansas, &c., * the — contributions: 


| 
Rtv. A. J. Hessen . $2 00 
| Rev. H. B. Belmer . 1 00 
Rev. Wm. H. Steck 1 00 85 00 
Mrs. Hesson may be) was made s Life 
Member of the Synod of Kansas, &c., by the following con- 
tributions: 
Rev. H. B. Belmer ....... ** 
Mies Kate Schmucker 1 00 
Rev. A. G. Nordengren. 00 
Miss Mariah Sehmucker 100 $5 00 
1 
1 : Total amount of . for Home Missions... 


4 The meeting closed with singing and prayer. 


Arrrxbix vo. 3. 
Prmopicat P LenpaR, 1830—1871. 
OFFICERS OF SYNOD. 
President—Rev. A. J. Hesson, Topeka, Kansas. 


Secretary—Rev. S. P. HARRINGTON, Grasshopper Falls, Kas. 
Treasurer—Rev. J. G. GROENMILLER, Rockport, Mo. 


19 5 DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD. 
CLERICAL. 

PRINCIPALS. ALTERNATES. 
| 3 Rev. A. J. Hesson, Rev. M. G. Boyer, 
\ Rev. H. B. Belmer, Rev. D. Earhart, 
tm Rev. S. P. Harrington. Rev. Wm. II. Steck. 
LAY-DELEGATES. 
| PRINCIPALS, ALTERNATES. 
| me Bro. C. R. Colman, Bro. C. Ladwig, 
11 i] Bro. J. G. Schmucker, Bro. A. Erikson, 
| a Bro. G. W. Crotzer. Bro. John Helwig. 
- - HOME MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 


Rev. A. J. Hesson, Topeka, Kansas; Rev. C. Martin, St. Joseph, 
Miseouri; Bro. J. G. Schmucker, Lawrence, Kansas. 


Place of the next meeting of the Synod—Grasshopper 
Falls, Kansas—on the Wednesday evening before the full 
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COWSTITVUTIOW 


futher Synod of Hansas, 


ADIACEBNT STATES. 


[Compiled from the Constitution of the East Pennsylvania Synod.) 


PREAMBLE. 

Wuereas, The Synod of Kansas, and adjacent States, 
adopted as its doctrinal basis that of the General Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, in the United States, re- 
ceiving and holding with the Evangelical Churches of our 
Fathers, the word of God as contained in the Canonical 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testiments, as the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice, and the Augsburg Confes- 
sion as a correct exhibition of the fundamental doctrines of 
the divine word, and the faith of our church as founded on 
that word, and also Luther’s Smaller catechism, has adopted 
the following Chapters as its Constitution. 

CHAPTER I. 

Svortox I. It was found necessary and profitable in the 
Primitive Church, to have an occasional meeting of different 
individual churches, for the purpose of consultation and mu- 
tual encouragement, in preserving their purity and promoting 
their welfare. This Apostolical custom is retained in the 
Lutheran Church under the names of Conference, Synod and 
General Synod. 
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Sec. II. A Synod consists of all the ministers and licensed 
candidates, and the . from the churches within a cer- 
tain district. 


820. III. Each ane district shall have the right} 
send one delegate to Synod, who shall have a seat and vote. 


Sec. IV. It shall be the duty of the Synod to see that 
the rules of the government and discipline prescribed in this 
Constitution are observed by all the congregations and min- 
isters within its bounds, to receive appeals from decisions of 
church-councils, and of Special Conferences, when regularly 
brought before them, and review and reverse or confirm the 
decisions to which they refer; to examine and decide on all 
charges against ministers and licentiates, that of heterodoxy 
alone excepted ; to form and change ministerial districts ; to 
attend to any business relating to their churches, which is 
regularly brought before them; to provide supplies for des- 
titute congregations, and to devise and execute all suitable 
measures for the promotion of piety and the general pros- 
perity of the Church. 

Szc. V. To this end the Synod shall have power to cite 
any church members within its bounds to appear before it; 
and to endeavor to obtain other witnesses, when the case may 
require it. 


Seo. VI. If any hitherto in connection with 
the Synod should refuse to observe the resolutions of the 
Synod, or the provisions of this Constitution, it shall be ex-, 
cluded from connection with the Synod during the time of 1 
refusal ; nor can any other Synod, or any Lutheran minister 
or licentiate, take charge of it without special permission of 


ail the President. Provided, however, that if the charter of an 
Incorporated congregation be at variance with any articles of 


this Constitution, said charter shall have precedence of those 
ee is in conflict. | 
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Szc. VII. Any congregation may become connected with 
this Synod, if situated within its bounds, by according to the 
provisions of this Constitution, and making an annual con- 
tribution towards defraying the necessary expenses Of the 
Synod. For this purpose an annual collection ought to be 
held in each congregation. : 

Sec. VIII. At least one mesting of the Synod shall be 


| 
| 
held every year, at such time and place as may have been , 
| 
| 


determined. 
S xc. IX. A special meeting of Synod may be called 
whenever requested by one-third of the ordained ministers, 
at such time and place as the President, or, in his absence, 
his substitute, shall appoint; at least four weeks’ notice be- 
ing given of said meeting in some paper of the Church. 

Sec. X. No minister or licentiate shall be absent from 
the meeting of the Synod without the most urgent necessity. 
In case of his absence, he shall, if possible, send to the Synod © 

,  & Written apology for his absence. Voluntary ministeral en- 
gagements shall not be regarded as a sufficient excuse. Any © 
minister or licentiate violating the provisions of this section, 
shall be called to account by the President at the next meet- 
ing. And each pastrol district is Wien urged * 
maintain its representation in Synod. 

Sec. XI. These written apologies, as well as all other 
letters and papers intended for the Synod or Ministerium, 
ought to be addressed to the President. 

So. XII. The minister of the place in which the Synod 
is held, with the church-council, shall provide for the enter- 
tainment of the ministers, candidates and lay-delegates by 
Christian friends. 

Sze. XIII. An the members of the Synod shall assemble 
on the evening of the day appointed. 

Sic. XIV. Divine worship shall be celebrated, during the 
meetings of the Synod, as often as may be convenient and 
consistent = the business of the Synod. 


„* 


|| 
iV 
| 
| 
1 
1 
| 
| 
14 
t 
| 
‘ 
* 


(34) 

Szc. XV. Ministers in good standing in other Synods, or 
in any sister denominations, who may happen to be present, 
or who appear as delegates from other ecclesiastical bodies, 
may be received as advisory members, but cannot vote in any 
decisions of the Synod. | 

CHAPTER II. 
Officers of the Synod. 

Srortox I. The officers of the Synod shall be a President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer, who are also the officers of the 


Ministerium. 
Sro, II. All the officers are annually chosen by ballot, 


us among the ordained ministers regularly belonging ot 
the Synod, by a majority of the whole of the votes of the 
. ministers, licentiates, and lay-delegates present. The same 


persons shall not be eligible for more than three successive 


President. 
. Sec. III. The President shall deliver a synodical dis- 
course at the meeting of every Synod; and he shall, in 


connection with the pastur of the place, appoint the other 
individuals who are to preach during the session. 


‘Sze. IV. He shall, at the beginning of every Synod, 
make a written report of all the official business transacted, 
and letters received by him since the last meeting, and of all 
the important events which have occurred relating to his 


. Synod, and may recommend for their consideration any 


measures which he may deem necessary or calculated to pro- 
mote the cause of God. This report shall be laid on the 
table, and dealt with as with all other papers coming before 
the body. 

nc. V. He presides at all the meetings of the Synod 


, and Ministerium. 


„Sn. VI. The President has a right to take part in the 


nne any other member. When the house 


ue divided on any question, he bas the casting vote. 
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all other cases he has no suffrage, except when an election 3 
is made by ballot, and then he has not the casting vote. | 
Sec. VII. The President shall preserve order, not suffer | 
more than one member to speak e 
son liberty to speak without interruption from others, and 
shall prevent a speaker from deviating from the subject be- 
fore the house. 

Sec. VIII. Phe President shall take care that each sub- 
ject be duly considered before a decision be made. He shall 
distinctly rehearso each motion when no one has any further 

observations to offer, and take the votes of he house on the . 
same. | 
. Sec. IX. When the votes are called for, they are to be 
given simply by yea and nay, and ue further observations 
ee then admissible. 
9 Sr. X. The President has the appointment of all com- 
mittees which are not to be elected by ballot or otherwise. 
Szo. XI. It is an important part of his duty to give 
counsel to every member of the Synod when he deems it 
expedient, and particularly to admonish and advise every 
erring brother. If accusation has been lodged against any 
member of this body, according to Ch. III, Sec. V., of the 
Formula of Church Government, or if he has reason to believe 
that any minister or licentiate is living in any material vio- 
lation of the rules of this Synod, it shall be his duty to call ä 
upon the individual to relieve his character from said jmpu- | 


tation, before the Synod or Ministerium. 

Sec. XII. Should the President remove from the limits 
of the Synod, or depart this life, then the Secretary shall 
succeed him, and discharge the duties of the President, until 

the next Synod, and in case of the removal or death of both 
these, the oldest member of the Ministerium sball act as 


President. 
Secretary. 
Sec. III. The Secretary shall keep a faithful and accurate 
‘account of all the proceedings of the Synod and Ministerium: 


— 


8 8 


fog 


1 


carefully preserve all the papers, the seal, &c., of the Synod 


subject to their direction, and shall do all the official writing 
of the Synod not otherwise provided ſor. 

Bro. XIV. He shall give notice (either by circular or in 

the public papers) to each minister or licentiate belonging to 
the Synod, of the time and place of the synodical meeting, 
at least six weeks previous to the time appointed. 
' Suc. XV. He is to keep a register of the names of all 
the ministers and licensed candidates, arranged according to 
their age in office, and also of the congregations, whether 
vacant or not, connected with the Synod. _ 

Sec. XVI. If the accumulation of business should ren- 
der it necessary, the President may appoint an assistant 
Secretary, whose office shall expire at the close of the meet- 
ing of the Synod. 

Sec. XVII. If in the recess of the Synod, the Secretary 
should remove into the bounds of another Synod, or should 


depart this life, the President shall require the archives, the 


seal, and all other property of the Synod to be delivered to 
him, and shall retain the charge of them until the next ses- 
sion of the Synod, when he shall appoint a Secretary pro tem. 
Sec. XVIII. Unless the archieves are otherwise disposed 
of by the Synod, they shall be in the chargo and custody of 
the Secretary. Any minister or delegate of a congregation 


connected with the Synod shall have access to them; but no 
part of them shall be allowed to be taken away or destroyed. 


Treasurer. 

So. XIX. The Treasurer shall take charge of all the 
moneys belonging to the Synod, and shall keep them subject 
to its order. He shall keep and present at each annua! 
meeting a detailed and faithful account of the state of the 
treasury. | 

Sr. XX. Should the Treasurer, during the recess of 
the Synod, remove out of the bounds of the Synod, or be 


removed by death, the President shall have all the moneys, 
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vertificates, bonds and documents belonging to the Synod, 
deliverod into his hands, and shall have charge of them until 
tho next Synodical session. 
CHAPTER III. 
Other Members of the Synod. | 

Srortox I. It is the duty of every ordained minister, 
licentiate and lay-delegate of this Synod, not only to observe 
the provisions of this Constitution himself, but also, as far 


as is in oe power, pee that it is obeyed by all connected 


with it. 

- Ordained Ministers and Licentiates or Candidates. 

820. II. It is rocommended to every ordained minister 
and licentiate, to aid in circulating, among the members of 
his charge, the books proposed by the Synod and General 
Synod for use. — 

Sec. III. No minister or licentiate shall interfere with 
the congregations of another, by preaching or performing 
other ministerial duties in them, except by his request or 
consent, nor foster any disaffection. 

Sec. IV. Any minister or licentiate in good standing, 
who removes from the bounds of this Synod into those of 
another, whose Christian character is recognized by this 


Synod, and which shall be designated in the application, shall, 


on application to the President, receive a certificate under his 
signature, of his honorable dismission ; and such a certificate 
‘shall be required by the Synod when a member of another 
Synod applies for admission into this; but every minister so 
dismissed shall be held résponsible to this body until formally 
connected with the body to which he is dismissed. 


Sec. V. Should any minister in connection with this body 


desire to demit or withdraw from the ministeral office, his 
ease shall be referred to Synod, and if in the view of Synod 
the reasons for demanding such dismissal are valid and satis- 
factory, he shall be permitted to withdraw, and shall thence- 
forward be divested of all ministerial character, and shall 


| 
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a- not again officiate as a minister in our connection, unless 
: | re-ordained or licensed by some competent body. 

Sec. VI. Every ordained minister has the right to leave 

11 | 

| (ce intend yet he must give the President timely notice) 


* 


of his intended removal. 
| Sro. VII. A licensed candidhte shall have liberty to visit 
| | vacant congregations, either upon receiving an invitation 
from them, or upon the advice of the Synod or President. 
Seo. VIII. After a licentiate has a stated charge, he 
| shall be restricted to it, and shall not resign it without the 
. consent of the Ministerium, or, in its recess, of the President. 
Sec. IX. A licentiate has power to perform all the min- 
. isterial functions during the time specified in his license. 
= Sec. X. In addition to the obligations of ministers speci- 
i fied in Ch. III. Sec. 1, of the Formula of Church Govern- 
| | ment, it is the duty of the licentiates particularly to devote 
all their leisure time to their personal improvement in knowl- 
15 edge and grace, to receive counsel from the President, and 
to apply to him for advice in cases of difficulty. 

Duo. XI. Every licentiate must keep a general journal 
of his ministerial acts, which, with a few sermons of his own 
composition, he must deliver, or send annually for the inspec- 
tion of the Ministerium. 

Lay Delegates. 

Sed. XII. Each lay-delegate, entitled to a seat by this 
Constitution, phall have equal rights with the ministers in all 
business belonging to the Synod ; that is, may take part in 
the debates, offer resolutions and vote on all Synodical ques- 
tions. 

* CHAPTER IV. 
* Order of Business. 
, Buorron I. At the time appointed for the meeting, the 
members present shall assemble, and if four ordained minis- 


ters and two lay-delegates be present, they shall constitute 2 
quorum. 
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Sec, II. Every session of the Synod and Ministerium 
shall be opened and closed with prayer. 

Sec. III. After, prayer the Secretary shall call the names 
of all the ordained ministers and licentiates belonging to the 
Synod, and note the absentees. 

Szc. IV. The lay-delegates shall then exhibit the certifi- 
cates of their appointment, and their names be registered by 
the Secretary as members of the Synod. | 

Sec. V. The pastoral districts from which no minister 
appears shall then be called, and delegates furnishing proper 
eredentials shall take their seats. 

Szo. VI. Ministers who have removed into the bounds of 
Synod, and presenting a regular dismissal to it from other 
Lutheran Synods, shall then be admitted, if no objection is 
raised against them; but if objection is made, their case 
shall be deferred for subsequent action. 


Sec. VII. The President shall make his report (Chap. 


II. § 14,) as the last official act of Me offen, aad 4 then inform 
the members that 

Sec. VIII. The election of officers for the ensuing year 
is next to be attended to. 

Seo. IX. Admission of delegates or ministers from other 
ecclesiastical bodies: according to Chap. I. § 14. 

Sec. X. The minutes of the last Synod to be read, or 
referred to a committee. 
Sec. XI. All papers intended for the Synod or Minis- 
terium to be handed in, and an opportunity given for verbal 


notice of any important busingss intended to be brought be. 


fore the Synod. 

Sec. XII. The Secretary shall then number the papers 
48 arranged by the President, after which they shall be taken 
up and discussed before the whole house in numerical order, 


or be first referred to committees, as the house may direct. 


The reports of committees may be heard and acted on at any 
time, and the intervals filled up by the succeeding items. 
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be del deter the matter to said meeting ; yet if the 
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Sexo. XIII. Each minister shall be called on by the See- 
retary for the record of persons baptized and confirmed, as 


well as of the regular communing members belonging to his 


churches, as also of the number of schools, Xc., according 
to schedule adopted by this Synod, and report the state of 
religion in his charge. 

Sec. XIV. The Treasurer's account shall be heard. 

Szo. XV. The subject of vacant congregations to be 
inquired into, and provision made for them. 

Sec. XVI. Election of delegates to the General Synod, 

to other ecclesiastical bodies. 

_ Sze. XVII. Choice of the time and place for the next 
meeting of the Synod. 

Sec. XVIII. Promiscuous business. | 

Sec. XIX. Dissolution of the Synod, and the annuncia- 
tion of the time of the ministerial session. 

Sec. XX. Should the President or Secretary be absent 
at the proper time for opening a scssion, the members pres- 
ent may elect another pro tempore. : 

CHAPTER V. 
Process against a Minister. 

Sroriox I. As the honor and success of the Gospel 
depend very much on the character of its ministers, this 
Synod shall guard with the utmost care and impartiality the 
conduct of its members. 

Sec. II. All Christians ould be very cautious in giving 
credit or circulation to an report of any man, and especi- 
ally of a minister of the Gospel; if any man knows a min- 
ister to be guilty of a fault, he should warn him in private. 
It this proves fruitless, he should apply to the church-council, 
who. shall proceed as specified in Chap. III. § 5 of the Form- 
ula of Church Government. 

Sec. III. If accusation be thus lodged with the President 
‘Within four months of the time of the next Synodical meet- 
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charge be one of drunkenness, lewdness, circulating funda- 
mental errors in doctrine, or a higher crime, he shall imme- 
diately direct the accused to suspend all his ministerial duties 
until his case is decided. If such accusation is lodged with 
the President at an earlier date, he shall, if the charge be 
one of drunkenness, lewdness, circulating fundamental errors 
in doctrine, or a higher crime, immediately give notice to all 
‘the members of the Conference district to which the accused 
belongs, to meet without delay at a suitable place, and insti- 
tute a formal investigation of the case, according to the 
principles of this Constitution. The Chairman of said Con- 
ference district shall immediately fix the time and place of 
the meeting, and give at least fifteen days’ notice of the 
same to each minister in the district, and also to the parties 
concerned. 

Sec. IV. If the Synod is not divided into Conference 
districts, the President shall appoint a committee of three 
ordained ministers, fix the time and place of their meeting, 
and give all the notices as above required of the Chairman 
of the Conference district. 

Sec. V. Any three members of the Conference, or of 
the committee above named, shall have power to proceed and 
hold a fair and impartial investigation of the case, and to 
take all such measures as may be just and necessary to de- 
termine the guilt or innocence of the accused. 

Sec. VI. If the accused confess, andthe matter be base 
and flagitious, such as drunkenness, lewdness, circulating 
fundamental errors in doctrine, or a higher crime, however 
penitent he may be, he must immediately be suspended from 
the exercise of his office; and, if thought expedient, a time 
appointed for him publicly to confess to the congregation 

and the world, his guilt and penitence. . 

S xo. VII. If a minister, accused of atrocious crimes, 
being duly notified, refuses to attend the investigation, he 
shall still be immediately suspended from office. 
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‘Sxc, VIII. If the accused deny the; charge, and yet on 
examination of the evidence, is found guilty, the Conference 
or committee shall nevertheless proceed to pass sentence on 

Szc. IX. The highest punishment which can be inflicted 
by a Special Conference or committee appointed as above 
specified, is suspension from clerical functions ; and this sen- 
tence is to be reported to the next meeting of the Synod, 
and remains in force until reversed by the Synod or Minis- 
teFium, as the case may be. 

Seo. X. Any minister intending to appeal from the deci- 
sion of such Conference or committee, shall give notice of it 
to his accusers within three weeks of the time when the deci- 
sion was made, that both parties may be prepared for a new 
trial. 

Src. XI. Special Conferences not specially convened for 
the purpose may attend to any charge of importance against 
a minister within their bounds, if all the parties concerned 
are prepared and willing to proceed, subject, however, to the 
revision of the Synod. 

So. XII. If, at any time, accusation be lodged with the 
President, according to Ch. III. § 5 of the Formula of Gov- 
ernment, for a less crime than those above specified, § 3, he 
shall take no other steps in the case than to write a letter to 
the accused and accusers, exhorting them to mutual forbear- 
ance, and referring them to the next Synod. 

Szo. XIII. If accusation against a minister be made 
immediately to the Synod, and the Synod believe themselves 
in possession of all the evidence necessary to a just decision, 
the case may be immediately examined, and sentence passed, 
whether the accused be present or not. But if the necessary 
evidence be not before them, and the crime be such as is spe- 
cified in § 5, they shall appoint a meeting of the Conference 
to which the accused belongs, or, if there be no Conference 
district, of » committee, who shall proceed as above specified. ; 
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Sec. XIV. If a minister be found guilty of drunkenness, 
fundamental heresy, lewdness, or higher crimes, his sentence 
of suspension shall not be removed until after some time of 
penitent, humble, and edifying conduct. And he cannot be 
restored by any other judicatory than the Synod, or, if his 
case was one of fundamental heresy, by the Ministerium. 

Sec. XV. If the common report of a minister's guilt of 
any of the charges above specified, be such as seriously to 
injure the cause of religion, and his own churches do not 
proceed against him, it shall be the duty of any other minis- 
ters or layman, haying obtained two other signatures of credi- 
ble men, to report the case to the President. 

CHAPTER VI. 
Vacant Congregations. 

Ssor10n I. Is shall be the duty of Synod to pay special 
attention to the wants of vacant congregations, and to assist 
in furnishing them with pastors or stated supplies, as far as 
practicable. 

Sec. II. Vacant congregations which cannot be immedi- 
ately supplied with a minister, are advised to assemble on the 
Lord’s day, to select some member of the church, of suitable 
capacities and character, to conduct the exercises, and en- 
gage in the worship of God, as recommended in Ch. VII. 51 
of the Formula of Church Government. 

Sze. III. It is also recommended that at these meetings 
& portion of the Scriptures, of the prayers contained in the 
Liturgy, or some select sermon, such as are approved by the 
President of the Synod, be read. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Of Missions. 

Section I. As the blessed Saviour left to his followers 
the command, “Go ye and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you,” the Synod shall regard 
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it as a sacred duty to adopt, from time to time, such meas- 
ures as it may deem best calculated to execute this solemn 
injunction. 


| CHAPTER VIII. 
Election of Delegates. | 

Section I. The election of delegates to the Genera 
Synod, . 

CHAPTER IX. 
Special Conferences. 

Section I. It is earnestly recommended that the Synod 
meet for Conference two times in the Synodical year. 

Sec. II. Conference ought to last two days; and the 
chief business to be performed is to awaken and convert sin- 
ners, and to edify believers by close practical preaching of 
the Gospel. 

Seo. III. The state of religion in the churches of the 
district ought to be inquired into, and at least an hour spent 
by the Conference alone in conversation on the subjects rela- 
ting to pastoral experience. 

See. IV. The Conference ought to be held alternately in 
some congregation of each minister and licentiate belonging 
to the district. 

Sze. V. The Conference may examine into any business 
of congregations: which is regularly referred to it, and’ give 
its advice; but shall, under no pretext whatever, perform 
any business connected with the licensure or ordination of 
candidates for the ministry. 

See. VI. Lay-delegates may also be sent to the Confer- 
ence under the same regulations ag to the Synod. 


CHAPTER X. 
Ministerial Sessions. 
Section I. The clergy shall then hold a meeting consist- 
ing exclusively of Scripture elders ; that is, preachers* or 
bishops, for the purpose of attending to those duties which 
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Christ and his apostles enjoined upon them alone, viz.: Ex- 
amination, Licensure, and Ordination of candidates for the 
ministry. This meeting is called the Ministerium or Pres- 
bytery,t by which in Scripture is meant ministers alone. 

Sec. II. Licensed candidates may be present at the min- 
isterial meeting, unless requested to withdraw, and may take 
part in the discussions, but have no vote. 

‘Sze. III. The Ministerium shall also be 3 body, 
by whom all charges of heresy against a minister are to be 
examined and decided ; as also all appeals from the decision 
of a church-council on a charge of heresy against a layman, 
or from the decision of a Conference on a similar charge 
against a minister. 

Sec. IV. When ordained ministers of other religious 
denominations make application for admission into connection 
with the Synod, the Ministerium shall be the body to decide 
on the case. | 
_ Sze. V. A majority of two-thirds of the ordained min- 

isters of the Synod shall be required, either for the licensure 
of an applicant as well as the renewal of his license, or the 
ordination of a licensed candidate, or the admission of an 
ordained minister of another denomination. 

Sec. VI. No minister or licentiate, coming from a for- 
eign country, shall be reeeived as a member of this Synod, 
until after a colloquium held with the Ministerium, or a com- 
‘. mittee appointed by the President. But if an ordained min- 
ister comes well recommended for piety and learning by a 
consistorium, or a number of individuals, known to the Min- 
isterium as orthodox and evangelical; and if the Ministerium 
believe that they can safely confide in the testimonials, they 
may receive him for twelve months, after which the vote for 
his permanent reception as a regular member shall be taken, 
and the case decided according to § 5. 

Sec. VII. All business not specifically entrusted to the 
Miniaterium in this Constitution, shall belong to the Synod. 
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examining committee of two or more ordained ministers, ap- 


isterium, they may be performed before the whole body. 


brew Scriptures, the Evidences of Christianity, Natural and 
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Sec. VIII. The order of business in the Ministerium 
may be as follows: 

1. After the session has been opened with prayer, the 
President shall communicate any business which he may have 
to report or propose. 

2. The licentiates shall hand in their licenses, sermons and 
journals, which ought, if possible, to be read by the licenti- 
ates before the whole body. If want of time render this 
inconvenient, committees may be appointed to examine and 
report on them. 

3. 

4. After the examination of applicants, and of the ser- 
mons and journals of licentiates, the applicants and licentiates 
may be desired to withdraw, and the question of their licen- 
sure and renewal of license or ordination be discussed and 
deoided. 

5. Promiscuous matters relative to ministerial business 
may then be attended to. 

6. Conversation on pastoral experience. 

7. The session closed. 

CHAPTER XI. 


Examigation and Licensure of Candidates. | 
. Ssetion I. The examination shall be conducted by an 


pointed for the purpose, at the meeting of the previous year, 
or by a committee appointed at the time. As these examina- 
tions may be highly interesting and useful to the whole Min- 


Sec. II. After the examination by the committee is end- 
ed, every member of the Ministerium has the right to ask 
the applicant any additional questions. 

Sec. III. The examination shall embrace at least the 
following subjects, viz.: Personal Piety, and the motives of 
the applicant for seeking the holy office, the Greek and He- 
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Revealed Theology, Church History, Pastoral Theology, the 
rules of Sermonizing, and Church Government. 

See. IV. No Ministerium shall, in any case whatever, 
license an individual whom they do not believe to be hope- 
fully pious. Nor shall any applicant, extraordinary cases 
excepted, be licensed, whom the Ministerium do not find 
possessed of a competent acquaintance with the subjects 
named in § 3, the Hebrew language alone excepted. 

Sze. V. The ceremomy of licensure shall be performed 
according to the Liturgy adopted by this Synod. 

Sec. VI. All licenses shall extend to the time of the 
next annual meeting of the Ministerium, and shall be 
yenewed as a matter of course, whether the licentiate be 
present or not, unless satisfactory reasons are known to the 
Ministerium, which render a renewal inexpedient. And if 
for any reason, no meeting be held at the appointed time, the 
licenses granted by said Ministerium shall remain in force 
until revoked at a subsequent meeting. 

Sec. VII. The President shall have power to grant ad 
interim license, with the consent of three ordained ministers 
of this Synod. V. 

Sec. VIII. If a licentiate, after some time of probation, 
does, in the judgment of the Ministerium, prove himself 
unqualified for the duties of the ministry, his license shall 
be withdrawn. 


CHAPTER XII. 


Section I. Whenever the Ministerium has decided that 
an individual shall be ordained, the ceremony may be per- 
formed, either at the time by the assembled Ministerium, or 
if preferred, in the church by which he has been called, by 
the Special Conference, or by 3 committee appointed for the 
purpose by the President. 

Sze. II. The ceremony of ordination shall be performed 
according to the Liturgy adopted by this Synod. : 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
Installation. | 
Section I. When a minister is ordained in his own 
church, he should be immediately installed, as a part of the 
same service, by answering with the pen the 
usual questions. 7 
Sec. II. If te to be 
the ceremony shall be preceded by a sermon on the relation 
between a minister and the people of his charge, or on some 
other suitable subject, by a person previously appointed. 
Sxc.. III. The minister shall then be formally installed, 
according to the Liturgy adopted by the Synod ; after which 
a charge may be delivered, by a minister previously appoint- 
ed, to the pastor and his people on their respective duties, 
and the whole to be closed with the benediction. * 
CHAPTER XIV. ee: 
Snorrow I. This Constitution shall be subject to a 
alterations and amendments as two-thirds of the whole S 
may, from time to time, think proper to atonal 
notice has been given at a regular session, one year previous. 
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